Colloidal gold probes--a further evaluation.
Colloidal gold provides an immuno- and cytochemical marker suitable both for TEM and SEM. Various parameters involved in the preparation and stability of gold markers of various sizes and of probes have been reviewed and modifications in methodology suggested based on a study of factors affecting the performance of the gold marker system. In particular, dependence of protein adsorption on pH conditions correlating with protein pI is further confirmed. Presence of bioactive protein in gold probes is demonstrated and quantitated by radioassay (125I) and agglutination procedures.